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character, would cause us to assume that they had
some sacred or religious significance*
All we actually know of the mound-builders Is that
the mounds have existed for ages; that they were
there when the first white men penetrated to the dis-
trict; that the Indians of the vicinity had no history
nor traditions as to the origin of the mounds or their
makers, and that., as far as can "be ascertained, the
mound-builders appear to have vanished suddenly
and mysteriously from the face of the earth.
Of course there must be some natural and probably
simple explanation of these seemingly insoluble mys-
teries. Wars, pestilences, climatic conditions and geo-
graphical changes, as well as eruptions and floods,
have been suggested. But wars and pestilences sel-
dom wipe out a teeming wide-spread population at a
single stroke, and such catastrophes as floods, earth-
quakes and volcanic upheavals leave well-recognized
traces of their devastation.
Did we but possess any reliable recorded histories
of the races we might find therein the explanation, or
hints of the causes, which resulted in these wholesale
disappearances. But recorded histories, even when
they exist among the remains of the races, seldom
consist of anything more than calenclrical or religious
matters. Of traditions and legends there are many;
but as a rule these do not go back to the days of the
old civilizations, and, when they do, it is often obvious
that they have been built up or manufactured to fit
conditions, and are no more than allegories. Possi-
bly, at the time of the Spanish Invasion, there were
legends or traditions which contained a great deal of
truly historical material, but as a rule when any such